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Introduction…	
	

	The	 Scottish	 Conservative	 and	 Unionist	 Party	 launched	

their	2016	election	manifesto	on	Wednesday	April	13
th
.		

The	Scottish	Conservatives	mention	sports-related	points	

in	 five	 sections	 of	 their	manifesto:	 a	 Scottish	 Parliament	

that	works	for	you,	a	better	start	in	life	for	your	children,	

a	 world-class	 health	 care	 system	 for	 your	 loved	 ones,	 a	

strong	 economy	 for	 your	 job	 and	 business,	 and	 a	

sustainable	 future	 for	 your	 community.	 	 These	 points	

either	 directly	 mention	 sport	 or	 touch	 on	 sport-related	

issues	 such	 as	 funding	 to	 local	 government	 (20)	 and	

preservation	of	our	natural	landscape	(39,	45).	

The	 ‘A	world-class	health	care	 system	 for	your	 loved	ones’	 section	offers	a	division	 specifically	 for	

sports	policy	content.	The	Conservatives	set	out	their	ambitions	for	improving	the	current	provision	

of	PE	in	Scottish	schools;	they	believe	that	“developing	a	relationship	with	sport	starts	at	school”	and	

that	the	quality	of	sessions	is	just	as	important	as	hours	of	participation.	The	Scottish	Conservatives	

argue	that	“more	specialists	are	required,	particularly	in	primary	schools.”	(29)	

The	 same	 section	 of	 the	 Conservative	 manifesto	 also	 outlines	 the	 great	 benefits	 of	 outdoor	

education	 for	 a	 child’s	 development	 and	 the	 Party	 expresses	 support	 for	 residential	 weeks	 for	

school-aged	children.	Additionally,	they	believe	schools	should	make	it	easier	for	community	groups	

to	access	their	facilities	after	school	hours.	(29)				

The	manifesto	also	includes	a	certain	amount	of	football	specific	content.	The	Scottish	Conservative	

Party	“believe	more	needs	to	be	done	to	improve	the	football	visitor	experience	as	well	as	to	unlock	

wider	public	health	benefits	of	youth	sport.”	They	argue	that	the	Offensive	Behaviour	at	Football	and	

Threatening	Communications	Act	should	be	repealed	and	want	to	“pilot	 the	reintroduction	of	safe	

and	controlled	alcohol	consumption	at	 football.”	The	Conservative	Party	manifesto	 illustrates	their	

will	 to	 explore	 financial	 incentives	 for	 football	 clubs	 across	 Scotland’s	 top	 four	 divisions	 to	 select	

young	Scottish	players	with	the	aim	of	resulting	social	and	health	benefits	for	deprived	areas.	(29)		

Finally,	 the	manifesto	 states	 that	 the	 Conservatives	 would	 invest	 in	 active	 travel,	 recognising	 the	

health	and	environmental	benefits	of	walking	and	cycling.	They	feel	that	a	collaborative	approach	is	

necessary	to	improve	Scotland’s	walking	and	cycle	path	network.	(47)	

This	review	provides	a	detailed	account	of	the	Scottish	Conservative	and	Unionist	Party’s	plans	for	

the	next	Parliament	in	relation,	and	of	interest,	to	sport.		
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In	their	own	words…	

“We	believe	we	all	have	to	take	care	of	

our	NHS.	That	means	injecting	an	

element	of	personal	responsibility	into	

the	system	too.”	

“Putting	more	focus	on	personal	

responsibility	also	means	that	we	need	

to	improve	the	provision	of	information	

to	patients,	allowing	them	to	make	

informed	choices	about	their	health.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	28)	
	

“The	benefits	of	extending	outdoor	

education	to	all	pupils	are	very	clear	and	

we	believe	that	at	least	once	in	the	top	

year	of	primary	or	early	secondary	

school,	pupils	should	be	able	to	take	

advantage	of	one	week’s	residential	

outdoor	education.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	
	
	

“Developing	a	relationship	with	sport	

starts	at	school	and	much	has	been	said	

about	the	number	of	hours	of	PE	on	

offer.	Just	as	important,	however,	is	the	

quality	of	PE	and	the	activities	that	are	

on	offer	in	schools	and	we	believe	more	

specialists	are	required,	particularly	in	

primary	schools.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	
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“Schools	should	make	it	easier	for	

community	groups	to	access	their	

facilities	after	school	hours.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	

“Football	is	our	national	sport	and	the	

lifeblood	of	many	communities.	We	

believe	more	needs	to	be	done	to	

improve	the	football	visitor	experience	

as	well	as	to	unlock	wider	public	health	

benefits	of	youth	sport.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	
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In	their	own	words…	

“We	have	opposed	the	Offensive	

Behaviour	at	Football	and	Threatening	

Communications	Act	from	the	outset	and	

believe	the	evidence	on	its	

ineffectiveness	is	very	clear.	It	should	be	

repealed	immediately.”		

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	
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“In	cooperation	with	clubs	and	relevant	

authorities,	we	should	also	explore	the	

idea	of	financial	incentives	for	football	

clubs	across	Scotland’s	top	four	divisions	

to	play	young	Scottish	players,	within	

set	limits	to	prevent	unintended	

consequences.	This	funding	should	in	

turn	be	committed	to	facilities,	training	

and	infrastructure	improvement	which	

would	all	be	linked	to	youth	sport.	Not	

only	would	such	a	scheme	incentivise	

clubs	to	play	young	Scots,	it	would	also	

mean	additional	funding	for	community	

sporting	benefits.	The	merits	from	a	

public	health	and	social	perspective	

would	be	plain	to	see,	particularly	as	

many	football	clubs	are	based	in	

deprived	communities	with	poorer	

health	outcomes.”		

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	
	
	

“We	also	want	to	work	with	clubs	to	pilot	

the	reintroduction	of	safe	and	controlled	

alcohol	consumption	at	football,	and	

investigate	several	options	on	how	this	

could	be	done	to	the	benefit	of	clubs	and	

supporters.”	

(A	world-class	health	care	system	for	
your	loved	ones,	29)	

“We	believe	it	is	a	time	for	a	thorough,	

independent	review	of	the	funding	

mechanism	for	local	government.”	

(A	Scottish	Parliament	that	works	for	you,	
20)		

	

“We	believe	access	to	quality	extra-

curricular	activity	should	be	part	of	all	

pupils’	school	experience.”	

(A	better	start	in	life	for	your	children,	24)	
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In	their	own	words…	

“Support	opening	the	Scottish	Land	Fund	

to	long	lease	funding	for	communities.”	

(A	strong	economy	for	your	job	and	
business,	39)	

“We	would	also	explore	reintroducing	

business	rate	relief	to	sporting	estates	

which	manage	their	environment	and	

wildlife	to	a	high	standard.”	

(A	strong	economy	for	your	job	and	
business,	39)	
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“Our	forestry	sector	is	also	set	to	

undergo	changes	with	the	full	devolution	

of	the	Forestry	Commission	to	Scotland.	

We	need	to	ensure	that	this	process	does	

not	result	in	a	loss	of	expertise	and	

inhibit	any	cross-border	joint	working.”	

(A	strong	economy	for	your	job	and	
business,	39)	
	

“The	Scottish	Conservative	and	Unionist	

Party	supports	the	creation	of	further	

national	parks	across	Scotland.	They	

would	not	only	help	protect	some	of	our	

greatest	landscapes,	but	would	also	help	

attract	more	tourists	and	support	local	

businesses.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	45)	

“We	also	need	to	make	further	progress	

on	equalities	and	discrimination	at	

school.”	

(A	better	start	in	life	for	your	children,	25)	
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In	their	own	words…	

	“We	believe	a	Community	Right	to	

Challenge	should	be	introduced	in	

Scotland	too.	This	would	give	

community	and	voluntary	bodies	the	

right	to	express	interest	in	taking	over	a	

specific	council-run	service.	The	local	

authority	in	question	would	be	required	

to	respond	to	this	challenge	and	unless	

there	are	reasonable	grounds	for	refusal	

the	council	would	have	to	run	a	

procurement	exercise	where	the	

services	would	be	opened	up	to	bids.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	46)	
	
	

“Investing	in	active	travel	and	supporting	

walking	and	cycling	brings	multiple	

benefits	–	health	as	well	as	

environmental	ones.	It	is	the	most	

affordable	and	accessible	form	of	travel,	

with	clear	impacts	on	our	quality	of	life.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	47)	
	

“The	Scottish	Government	should	work	

with	local	authorities	and	third	sector	

partners	on	improving	our	walking	and	

cycle	path	network.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	47)	
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“We	will	press	the	government	for	an	

additional	£5m	to	be	invested	in	the	

Cycling,	Walking	and	Safer	Streets	local	

authority	capital	grant,	which	is	the	most	

direct	way	of	supporting	active	travel	

infrastructure.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	47)	
	

“As	an	overarching	aim,	we	should	work	

towards	providing	at	least	one	

segregated	cycle	route	in	each	of	

Scotland’s	seven	cities,	linking	from	outer	

city	limits	through	city	centres.”	

(A	sustainable	future	for	your	
community,	47)	
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Manifesto Checklist 
  

  

Scottish	Conservative	Party	Manifesto	2016	

	Priorities	and	Ambitions	for	Scottish	Sport	

PARTNERSHIPS	
• “The	 Scottish	 Government	 should	 work	 with	 local	 authorities	 and	 third	 sector	

partners	on	improving	our	walking	and	cycle	path	network.”	(47)	

• “We	will	press	 the	government	 for	an	additional	£5m	to	be	 invested	 in	 the	Cycling,	

Walking	and	Safer	Streets	local	authority	capital	grant,	which	is	the	most	direct	way	

of	supporting	active	travel	infrastructure.”	(47)	

• 	“Investing	in	active	travel	and	supporting	walking	and	cycling	brings	multiple	benefits	

–	health	as	well	as	environmental	ones.	It	is	the	most	affordable	and	accessible	form	

of	travel,	with	clear	impacts	on	our	quality	of	life.”	(47)	

• “Putting	more	focus	on	personal	responsibility	also	means	that	we	need	to	improve	

the	 provision	 of	 information	 to	 patients,	 allowing	 them	 to	make	 informed	 choices	

about	their	health.”	(28)	

	

P.E.	AND	SCHOOL	SPORT	
• “Developing	a	relationship	with	sport	starts	at	school	and	much	has	been	said	about	

the	number	of	hours	of	PE	on	offer.	Just	as	important,	however,	 is	the	quality	of	PE	

and	 the	 activities	 that	 are	 on	 offer	 in	 schools	 and	we	 believe	more	 specialists	 are	

required,	particularly	in	primary	schools.”	(29)	

• “The	 benefits	 of	 extending	 outdoor	 education	 to	 all	 pupils	 are	 very	 clear	 and	 we	

believe	that	at	least	once	in	the	top	year	of	primary	or	early	secondary	school,	pupils	

should	be	able	to	take	advantage	of	one	week’s	residential	outdoor	education.”	(29)	

• “We	 believe	 access	 to	 quality	 extra-curricular	 activity	 should	 be	 part	 of	 all	 pupils’	

school	experience.”	(24)	
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A	review	of	the	Scottish	Conservative	Party’s	sports	policy	–	2016	

PLACES	
• “Schools	 should	make	 it	 easier	 for	 community	 groups	 to	 access	 their	 facilities	 after	

school	hours.”	(29)	

• “We	 should	 also	 explore	 the	 idea	 of	 financial	 incentives	 for	 football	 clubs	 across	

Scotland’s	 top	 four	 divisions	 to	 play	 young	 Scottish	 players…	 This	 funding	 should	 in	

turn	be	committed	to	facilities,	training	and	infrastructure	improvement	which	would	

all	be	linked	to	youth	sport.”	(29)	
• “Support	opening	the	Scottish	Land	Fund	to	long	lease	funding	for	communities.”	(39)	

• “The	 Scottish	 Conservative	 and	 Unionist	 Party	 supports	 the	 creation	 of	 further	

national	parks	across	Scotland.	They	would	not	only	help	protect	some	of	our	greatest	

landscapes,	but	would	also	help	attract	more	 tourists	and	support	 local	businesses.”	

(45)	

	

PEOPLE	
	

PERFORMANCE	
• “In	cooperation	with	clubs	and	relevant	authorities,	we	should	also	explore	the	idea	of	

financial	incentives	for	football	clubs	across	Scotland’s	top	four	divisions	to	play	young	

Scottish	players,	within	 set	 limits	 to	prevent	unintended	 consequences.	 This	 funding	

should	 in	 turn	 be	 committed	 to	 facilities,	 training	 and	 infrastructure	 improvement	

which	would	all	 be	 linked	 to	 youth	 sport.	Not	only	would	 such	a	 scheme	 incentivise	

clubs	 to	 play	 young	 Scots,	 it	 would	 also	 mean	 additional	 funding	 for	 community	

sporting	 benefits.	 The	 merits	 from	 a	 public	 health	 and	 social	 perspective	 would	 be	

plain	 to	 see,	 particularly	 as	many	 football	 clubs	 are	 based	 in	 deprived	 communities	

with	poorer	health	outcomes.”	(29)		
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In	partnership	with	the	Scottish	Volunteering	Forum:								Why	
Volunteering	Matters	–	The	Case	for	Change	

	

PEOPLE	

	

Scottish	Conservative	Party	Manifesto	2016	
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Manifesto Checklist 
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