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DCMS Consultation Paper: 
‘A New Strategy for Sport’ 

Consultation Summary 
 
 
Introduction 
The last DCMS strategy for sport ‘Game Plan’ was published in 2002; prior to even the decision to bid for 
London 2012, let alone those Olympic and Paralympic Games themselves.  
 
Participation rates in England have changed from 2002, from 14.1million to a high of 15.9 million around 
the 2012 Games, back to 15.5 million; the introduction of the Active People Survey is another change since 
2002. 
 
The Minister (Tracey Crouch, Minister for Sport, Tourism and Heritage, DCMS) states that “to develop a 
truly meaningful strategy for sport means joining up effectively across government.” As such, the paper 
highlights 10 cross-government themes (supported by 7 Ministers). Responses to the consultation will help 
to inform a new sport strategy to be published later in 2015; the consultation closes on 2 October 2015. 
 
Context 
The initial part of the paper highlights some key questions. While much of the paper will relate to sport in 
England, it does note that there are areas of interest to devolved nations – although the approach of the 
paper (and potentially the resulting strategy) may also be of considerable interest to the devolved nations. 
 
The Minister notes “we need to start thinking of participation as a means to an end and not necessarily as 
the end result”: 
 

- Are some types of participation more valuable than others (eg – improving health, addressing 
inequalities or improving educational outcomes)? 

- As part of the funding process, should we ascribe more value to getting someone who was 
previously inactive to participate than someone who is already sporty doing a bit extra? 

 
The paper states that “the existing approach to increasing participation has exhausted its potential for 
further growth. A new approach is needed that reflects the social, financial, attitudinal and technological 
realities of the time”. 
 
The notion of the value from sport continues; “what really matters is the value that individuals derive from 
playing sport”: 
 

- Improved health outcomes 
- Better educational attainment 
- Improved skills leading to better employability 
- A stronger sense of social integration 
- Reduction in offending. 

 
These benefits are reflected in the required “involvement of virtually every government department.” “The 
power of sport extends across almost every area of government activity and it is this universality that we 
are seeking to harness through this new strategy. 
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She reiterates a focus “to turn the dream of a truly active national into a reality” by “looking at how we can 
maximise the value we all know sport can bring, but without giving up what we’ve already got”. 
 

Theme One: Participation (Secretary of State, DCMS) 
This theme focuses around the ‘sport for all’ agenda – giving everyone the chance to participate – 
recognising that Government has a key role to play in this. 
 
Increasing Participation 
The successes of sports/organisations which have taken into account factors which affect people’s 
individual decision making (eg availability of free time, financial constraints, changing social trends, using 
new technologies or alternative forms of traditional sports) are recognised; stating “it is this trend of 
adaptation and refinement based on the needs of consumers that will encourage growth in the future”. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what action could be taken – by Government, 
Sport England and the wider sector – to achieve a long-term, sustainable increase in sport 
participation in England. 

 
Type and Measurement 
Consideration is given to the identified different ways that people “consume sport”; bursts of activity 
followed by down-time, including several different activities in one week, or a more seasonal approach to 
activities; “the important thing is not what someone does, but the value of that activity for them.” This 
should impact on the way we measure participation to reflect “this shift in focus away from specific 
activities towards overall levels of activity.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) Whether we should be encouraging particular types of participation; 
ii) If so, what these particular types of participation should be; and 
iii) How whatever forms of participation in sport and physical activity we seek to 

encourage should be measured in future and how their return on investment can 
be proven. 

 
Delivering Results 
This raises the point about considering the allocation of funding in sport and “whether funding could be 
allocated differently to ensure that the organisations most likely to increase participation receive 
government  support, regardless of who they are” whilst seeking to “balance any change in approach with 
maintaining provision for those who already play sport and want to continue”. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can ensure that funding goes to those 
organisations which can best deliver an increase in participation. 

 
Under-represented Groups 
It identifies: women, people with a disability, some black and ethnic minority groups, those from lower 
socio-economic groups and older people as under-represented in sport – both through the enjoyment of 
participating but also in the positive impacts that this brings. “Any new approach to investment in sport 
must address this under-representation.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how to address the participation challenge in 
under-represented groups and in particular where maximum value for money can be found in 
delivering long term, sustainable change. 

 
Private Sector 
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The role of the private sector, without public funding, is seen as a huge opportunity. It notes that the policy 
goals within the private sector may not be the same as in Government, but they are credited with being the 
“single most important factor in sports such as swimming, gym, keep fit and exercise, dance, running and 
golf.” The opportunity is recognised; “aligning activity and approach between public and private sector is 
not always easy, but the potential is enormous.” 
 
 Question: Government would welcome views on: 

i) The role of the private sector in delivering public policy objectives in sport; and 
ii) How public sector bodies, National Governing Bodies and other sport bodies can 

work with the private sector more effectively, and vice-versa. 
 
New Sports 
The importance of a diversity of sports is recognised as a key factor – providing people with the 
opportunities to take part in what appeals to them and what the consumer wants. It states that support 
should be available for “’new’ sports and activities, along with new and more flexible formats of traditional 
sports.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can best support participation in new 
sports and activities, along with new and more flexible formats of traditional sports. 

 
Technology 
The impact of technology on the way that people consume sport is highlighted, along with online social 
interaction and the importance for sport to be able to reflect such changes. The paper also questions “what 
sources of data (both public and private sector) have that, if made publically available, could help the sector 
to develop or help to enable more people to take part.” 
 
 Question: Government would welcome views on: 

i) What we can do to maximise the potential of new technology, such as health, 
fitness and physical activity apps to increase participation in sport; and 

ii) How we can make best use of the vast data sources which could be made available 
from the public and private sectors. 

 
Sport for Social Good 
The paper recognises the value of sport for its own sake and the additional benefits it can bring; “while we 
are clear that participation in sport is fundamentally a good thing in and of itself, there are numerous 
additional benefits to be gained from playing sport.” The paper invites consideration as to how further 
connections can be made to join up Government across the range of benefits of sports participation. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can best join together the relevant 
organisations and government departments to realise the positive social outcomes which sport can 
deliver and whether Government funding should be directed to achieve particular social outcomes. 

 

Theme Two: Physical Activity (Minister for Public Health, Department of Health) 
This theme focuses around the health benefits of sport and physical activity. 
 
Getting More People More Active, More Often 
A noted priority is further exploring how sport can use innovative ways to help to reach the physically 
inactive, referencing activities such as parkrun and charity walks and runs. It states that we need to share 
this learning and “go further in breaking down barriers and promoting sport and wider physical activity”. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how sport can specifically address the number of 
people who are physically inactive. 
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Physical Health 
The medium to long-term aspiration is for a “society which is enabled to be active, for example by the 
design of its streets and buildings” in being “much more likely to help tackle obesity levels.” The same is 
reflected in relation to tackling diabetes; “sport and physical activity will be a core part of the government’s 
campaign to reduce and prevent diabetes.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how sport and physical activity can play a more 
significant and effective role as part of a wider strategy to combat obesity, diabetes and other 
physical health conditions. 

 
Mental Health 
The government’s aspiration is to “maximise the potential for sport and physical activity to improve mental 
health.” It notes the “leadership roles in local communities” played by some sports clubs in addressing 
challenges such as hate crime, domestic violence and other issues which impact on individuals’ mental 
health and wellbeing. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how sport and physical activity can play a more 
significant role in addressing mental health problems. 

 
Older People 
Older people are highlighted earlier as an under-represented group; “it is particularly important that older 
people have the chance to participate in forms of physical activity which meet their needs and 
requirements in order to keep them healthy and to prevent and alleviate the symptoms of age-related 
conditions. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how sport and physical activity can be used to 
both prevent and treat conditions associated with ageing. 

 
Chief Medical Officers’ Guidelines 
It is recognised that the guidelines are not well understood by either the general public or within the 
medical profession. Awareness within the Scottish public of the guidelines is approximately 4%. The paper 
does not reference the muscle-strengthening aspect of the guidelines (muscle-strengthening activities 
on two or more days a week that work all major muscle groups (legs, hips, back, abdomen, chest, shoulders 
and arms). 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how to raise awareness of the CMO physical 
activity guidelines, and ensure that more people are meeting them. 

 
Health and Sport Professionals 
As well as health and sport professionals all being able to understand and articulate the health benefits of 
sport and physical activity, it states that they also need to “understand the varying needs of different 
groups in society.” 
 
Health bodies (Clinical Commissioning Groups and Health and Wellbeing Boards) “will become increasingly 
important in commissioning physical activity solutions to health problems in the future.” This will ensure 
that it will be “increasingly important to work with the health sector to break down barriers and improve 
understanding between sport, physical activity and health professionals” (and Directors of Public Health, 
GPs and other health professionals) to also ensure that they are “able to make a persuasive case both to 
funders and to patients.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how best health and other professionals can work 
together to raise awareness of the benefits of physical activity. 

 

http://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/fitness/Pages/physical-activity-guidelines-for-adults.aspx#muscle
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Cross-Departmental Working 
The paper recognises areas where departments work well together in relation to sport, but also that more 
could be done. Co-operation will continue in relation to: 
 

- Cycling and walking: “government want a society in which people cycle and walk more and all 
departments need to collaborate to help deliver this.” 

- Employers: “there is huge scope for businesses and employers of all sizes to promote sport and 
physical activity to their staff, customers and communities.” 

- Schools: “schools are crucial to encouraging an active lifestyle from an early age.” 
- Outdoor recreation: “we all have a collective interest in a successful and sustainable outdoor 

activities sector.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) Ways it can improve joined up working with others, highlighting where there are 

key areas of shared responsibility; and 
ii) How it can take advantage of these links to promote various kinds of physical 

activity. 
 

Theme Three: Children and Young People (Minister for Children and Families, 
Department for Education) 
The importance of this is reflected throughout the paper, recognising that “provision for children and 
young people will rightly sit at the heart of a new strategy for sport in this country.” The importance of 
cross-departmental working is reiterated; “getting our young people more active and more engaged with 
sport is everybody’s responsibility.” The links across national and local government are highlighted as key, 
including the crucial role of parents in “embedding sport and physical activity into children’s everyday life.” 
 
The Primary PE and Sport Premium 
While specifically relating to this Premium agreement in England, the paper notes relevant points for 
Scotland also: “new cohorts of pupils, having benefitted from an enhanced experience of PE and sport at 
primary school arrive at secondary school with the prospect of building on their existing skills and 
enthusiasm. We want to understand the opportunities and challenges at secondary level in order to 
support schools in sustaining the legacy of the primary…investment.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how it can promote the sustainability of the 
Primary PE and Sport Premium’s impact, in terms of both: 

i) Improved provision in primary schools themselves; and 
ii) Continued participation and engagement of current primary school pupils as they 

progress through to secondary school. 
 
Promoting Physical Activity 
The importance of positive experiences for young people are linked with the CMO’s guidelines; “the 
importance of physical activity and sport in a child’s routine cannot be overstated”; “experts are united in 
proclaiming the importance of establishing healthy habits at a young age.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can encourage our young people to be 
more active, and the role that schools can play in supporting this. 

 
The Future of the School Games 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can ensure that the School Games: 
i) Remains relevant and inclusive; and 
ii) Can promote both talent pathways and competitive sport for all. 

 
Outside School 
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As well as reiterating the importance of strong links between school and community sport, this section also 
looks at opportunities for young people who are not in education and how best to engage with these young 
people. It references a Sport England tool called ‘Use our School’ – a web resource with “tools and 
templates to help schools open or extend community use of their facilities.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how community sport can encourage children and 
young people to take part in and develop a love for sport. 

 
Further and Higher Education 
The paper notes the important role of both colleges and universities in “encouraging participation in sport” 
and the investment made in these institutions to “widen their sport offer.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can further encourage sport participation 
at Further and Higher Education levels. 

 
Working Together 
In considering the many organisations (including many government departments) which support young 
people – this section highlights again the importance of working together and cross-Government working 
to: 

- Encourage healthy lifestyles in young people; 
- Promote the benefits of sport; and 
- Encourage participation. 

 
Question: Government would welcome views on how we can best work together to maximise the 
opportunities for children and young people to take part in sport and develop healthy active 
lifestyles. 

 

Theme Four: Financial Sustainability (Financial Secretary to the Treasury, HM 
Treasury) 
“It is crucial that government and sport work together to consider new ways of ensuring the long-term 
financial sustainability of the sector, building on – but not relying on – public funding.” This section 
encourages responses with “innovative and creative ideas” to support this. It highlights the pressures all 
unprotected areas of public spending will face in the forthcoming Spending Review – including for sport (as 
an unprotected area). The potential for sports organisations to diversify income streams to lessen reliance 
on central government funding is encouraged to lessen any impacts of changes in such government 
funding. Pressures on local authority spending is also highlighted. 
 
Commercial Investment 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) The potential for growth in commercial investment for the sport sector; and 
ii) What can be done to encourage that growth, particularly for women’s sports, 

disability sport and smaller sports. 
 
Income Distribution 
The paper highlights some of the successes in this area and some of the “excellent examples of sports 
reinvesting money generated though the sale of their TV rights into the grassroots, but as income increases 
further so should the benefits seen at every level.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on the role of those benefiting from lucrative TV 
rights sales in ensuring that a portion of that income is distributed to support grassroots sport. 

 
The National Lottery 
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“Over £350m each year goes into sport across the UK from the National Lottery” – can more be done to 
gain greater impact from the combination of government and Lottery funding? 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how the impact of the National Lottery can be 
maximised. 

 
New Investment Models 
New opportunities and investment models are considered as opportunities for sport; looking at “new and 
innovative ways of investing public money to ensure the best possible return for the taxpayer” as well as 
looking at commercial investors, public sectors funders and social investors; can we test new ways to 
deliver services? 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) The applicability of new investment options to the sports sector; 
ii) The appetite for such investments; and 
iii) The barriers to rolling them out. 

 
Philanthropy and Fundraising 
Opportunities are identified in relation to the strengths of the arts and culture in this area, from which 
sport could learn and could focus further. While there are examples of this there is “neither a consistent 
approach across the sector, nor the skills embedded in many organisations to maximise the potential.” It 
proposes the exploration of a more diverse funding model, including benefitting further from trusts and 
foundations. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) The potential for growing philanthropic giving in sport; and 
ii) How this growth might be encouraged. 

 
New Commercial Models 
The paper identifies the potential for Government bodies to utilise their specialised expertise to bring in 
new sources of commercial income. The examples cited include UK Anti Doping (UKAD) and the Sports 
Grounds Safety Authority (SGSA) in “setting up overseas commercial subsidiaries that can charge the 
market rate for their expertise overseas.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) The viability of new commercial models for the sports sector, particularly outside of 

government bodies like UKAD and SGSA; 
ii) Areas with particular potential; and 
iii) The challenges around implementation. 

 
Tax Measures 
The paper notes the use of a range of opportunities in sport: Gift Aid and Community Amateur Sports Clubs 
(in claiming relief on Business Rates). 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how the sport sector can maximise the benefits of 
current measures within the tax system. 

 

Theme Five: Coaching, Workforce and Good Governance (Minister for Skills, 
Department for Business, Innovation and Skills and Department for Education) 
The Government is committed to 3 million apprenticeship starts this Parliament and recognises the 
opportunity for the sports sector to contribute to this. Within this it notes “for sport to succeed it must 
become less homogenous and utilise the skills of a more diverse workforce.” 
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Apprenticeships 
The paper notes sport as a tool to engage and motivate people, especially young people, in employment. 
This is particularly noted amongst under-represented groups to ensure that “the benefits of sport are 
maximised for the workforce as well as participants.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how to increase numbers of apprenticeships in 
the sport and leisure sector. 

 
Coaching 
The importance of coaching is recognised, along with the need to promote and develop the softer skills of a 
coach which can “make the difference between someone wanting to come back and someone feeling that 
sport is not for them.” Understanding different demographics, utilising different approaches and 
considering the participant’s point of view are all noted. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can ensure that coaching is as effective as 
possible for all who use it. 

 
Skills 
The development of a range of necessary skills within the sector is the focus of this section, along with 
ensuring that the sector is “open to all, including those who may not have a sporting background” to help 
to improve the diversity of the workforce. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) Where the skills gaps are for the sport and physical activity workforce; and 
ii) What needs to be done to fill these gaps. 

 
Sport as a Route to Employment 
“Sport can be an excellent way to reach disadvantaged people – including those not in education, 
employment or training (NEETS).” Projects which use sport can have a unique selling point – with sport as 
the hook to get people interested as a route into employment. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on ways in which sport can be used as a hook to get 
more NEETS and other disadvantaged people into employment. 

 
Volunteers 
The vital role of volunteers in sport is recognised, including the importance of the breadth to the 
recruitment, retention, skills development and the value and reward for volunteers. The importance of 
those who run volunteer schemes in having “the knowledge, attitude and ability to attract a diverse range 
of volunteers” is also highlighted. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how sports volunteers can be more effectively 
supported: from recruitment through retention, reward and validation. 

 
Governance 
The importance of transparency and good governance throughout every level of sport is recognised, along 
with “ensuring the positive effects of sport and of sporting role models are not undermined.”  The 
Government’s commitment to 25% of women on NGB boards by 2107 is highlighted, along with the 
importance of innovation and representation at sub-national level boards. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) How to ensure that governance models in sport represent participants and follow 

industry best practice; and 
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ii) How this continued push can ensure that integrity, transparency and the fight 
against corruption in sport remain a top priority. 

 

Theme Six: Elite and Professional Sport (Sebastian Coe, CH KBE) 
Olympic and Paralympic Success 
“Government remains of the view that it should do everything it can to maximise the medal winning 
potential of TeamGB and ParalympicsGB, and other athletes being supported through every stage of the 
talent pathway.” “The most pressing question for Olympic and Paralympic sport after Rio 2016 is how to 
sustain our success without the costs continuing to escalate to a point where they are unsustainable to be 
supported from the public purse.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) Its role in maximising the potential and performances of TeamGB and 

ParalympicsGB; 
ii) How it can ensure the best possible environment for continued elite success; and 
iii) How limited financial resources can be best used to support TeamGB and 

ParalympicsGB at future Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
 
Talent 
“One of the initial themes identified by the preliminary work and consultation for the Sport England and UK 
Sport Triennial Review was that there was potential for the two organisations to work together more in this 
space. Responsibility for talent identification and development is broader than just Sport England and UK 
Sport however. National Governing Bodies, professional sports, individual clubs and the primary, secondary 
and higher education sectors all have a role to play.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how best to ensure that the best possible talent 
continues to emerge to feed: 

i) Professional sport; and 
ii) The Olympic and Paralympic system. 

 
Inspirational Athletes 
“All funded athletes have been asked to give up to 5 days a year to inspire children and young people to get 
involved in sport.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how best to capitalise on the inspirational 
qualities of our Olympians and Paralympians, without compromising their training or competition. 

 
Professional Sport 
The scale and success of a number of professional sports in the UK is noted. However, while government 
interventions are recognised it is also noted that “government should not involve itself in professional sport 
for the sake of it, but where we have a clear remit and can make a positive difference we should do so.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) How it can best support professional sport; and 
ii) How far its role should extend in working with the professional end of sport, and 

with what ambition. 
 

Theme Seven: Infrastructure (Minister for Local Government, Department for 
Communities and Local Government) 
“One of the areas in which government can have greatest impact is through its investment in 
infrastructure”, eg vital seed funding, bringing in other partners and in ensuring packages of funding. 
 
Infrastructure Investment 
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“New and upgraded facilities have a proven track record of increasing participation, attracting new people 
into sport and physical activity and helping them get more out of their experience. Investment in facilities 
will therefore remain at the heart of the government’s investment strategy in the future”; however, 
“difficult decisions need to be made about what we invest in, where we invest and why.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on the priorities for capital investment in sporting 
infrastructure over the coming years. 

 
Local Authorities 

Question: Government would welcome views how it can most effectively and efficiently align its 
infrastructure with that of local authorities. 

 
Maximising Existing Schemes 
The paper notes a range of existing schemes funded by or with Sport England, while recognising the need 
to ensure that these schemes “are meeting the changing demand from the public, and from other funding 
partners, to remain as effective as possible.” It also notes that “rarely does investment in a single sport, as 
opposed to multi-sport facilities, offer the best value for money for the public.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how it can: 
i) Maximise the reach and effectiveness of existing infrastructure investment 

schemes; and 
ii) Ensure as many sports as possible can take advantage of Government 

infrastructure investment. 
 
Access and Inclusion for Disabled People 
The government details an “aim of improving the standard of access and inclusion for disabled people in all 
our sporting facilities and provisions for physical activity.” It notes that “access and inclusion need to 
become the norm” and that opportunities for participation for people with a disability which can be 
presented through “improving access and inclusive processes and management, as well as buildings and 
infrastructure.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how to ensure that disabled (i) spectators and (ii) 
participants can have equality of access to sporting infrastructure. 

 

Theme Eight: Fairness and Equality (Minister for Women, Equalities and Family 
Justice, Government Equalities Office) 
“We all need to make the most of the unique opportunities sport can bring to promote equality in our 
wider society.” This section reiterates the equalities agenda noting “too many parts of sport that don’t 
reflect the diversity of those participating, or of the country as a whole. Through conditions on funding, or 
through legislation, government has the power to act and address this inequality but it cannot fix every 
problem.” “Everyone in sport has a collective responsibility to bring about positive behaviour change.” 
 
Discrimination 
“The sport sector will only grow if it is committed to being genuinely diverse and inclusive.” “Sport needs to 
do more to open itself up to the entire population or it will continue to miss out on vital skills and different 
perspectives.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what we can do to ensure our sporting culture 
allows everyone to take part and succeed, and addresses all forms of intolerance, whether a result 
of active discrimination or unconscious bias. 

 
Harassment and Abuse 



 

11 

 

“In the same way we want to ensure that everyone in sport is protected from physical harm, we must also 
ensure we do everything possible to protect those in sport from the emotional and psychological harm that 
this harassment and abuse can bring.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what we can do to (i) prevent and (ii) take action 
on all forms of harassment and abuse in sport. 

 
Disabled People 
“53% of people in a survey shortly after those Games [Paralympics, 2012] said that the Paralympics had a 
positive impact on the way they viewed disabled people.” “225,000 more disabled people are playing sport 
once a week now compared to when we won the bid for the 2012 Games” (2005) but numbers remain low. 
More needs to be done to narrow this gap to support participation, volunteering and employment for 
people with a disability. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how to enable a much greater proportion of 
disabled people to take part in sport and physical activity, including as volunteers and paid 
employees. 

 
Diversity and Equality of Opportunity 
“Evidence shows that more diverse boards result in better decision-making and appointing people from 
under-represented groups, such as women and ethnic minorities, brings different perspectives to the 
organisation and is crucial to their success.” More needs to be done to ensure equality of “access to 
networks, opportunities to develop and chances to progress.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what we can do to ensure sport organisations are 
diverse and inclusive and provide equal opportunities for everyone to reach senior management 
and Board positions. 

 

Theme Nine: Safety and Wellbeing (Minister for Disabled People, Department for 
Work and Pensions) 
“Everyone has a right to a safe and secure experience when playing sport.” 
 
Anti Doping 
“There is an important role for sporting organisations, coaches and volunteers to work with law 
enforcement and health agencies to both investigate and prevent doping.” Although UKAD’s 100% ME 
programme “has been successful, there is always more that can be done to help educate and protect 
athletes.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what more can be done to promote a strong anti-
doping message for (i) athletes and (ii) sports participants of all ages.  

 
Duty of Care 
“The pressure to succeed can be enormous and we need to ensure that we have the support structures in 
place to make people feel protected.” From a young age and right through their elite sporting journey 
athletes need to receive the “right sort of support to allow them to develop in a balanced way, ensuring 
that if they don’t achieve their dream of a career as an athlete, they are able to pursue other options and 
retain other skills.” When an athlete stops playing professional sport we need to support them in “making 
that decision and in transitioning back into everyday life.” We also need to ensure that “if mental health 
problems emerge in athletes they receive the proper care and support they need to recover.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how best we can uphold our duty of care, and 
that of our delivery bodies, for participants at every level of sport. 
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Specific Safety Issues 
This section focuses on how best health risks in sport can be mitigated: eg screening athletes for heart 
problems, access to defibrillators, handling of concussion etc. “We need to understand if there are areas 
where more could be done – to protect those at both grassroots and elite level.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) What particular safety and wellbeing challenges we should be seeking to address 

for participants in sport; and 
ii) How to make improvements if necessary. 

 
Safety in Sport 

Question: Government would welcome views on whether there is more to be done to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of coaches, volunteers, officials and spectators. 

 

Theme Ten: International Influence and Major Sporting Events (Minister of State, 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office) 
The challenge is “how best to maintain the momentum we so effectively created” via London 2012. “We 
need to ensure that the UK continues to enjoy both the economic benefits and the increase in our overseas 
standing that such events bring.” “The government continually seeks to use its reputation and influence 
through sport to achieve its broad outcomes internationally.” 

 
Using the Power of British Sport 
“We would like to work with our sports bodies and partners to do more to harness the reach and influence 
of British sport around the world.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how we can most effectively use the UK’s sporting 
reputation and influence to further the UK’s interest overseas.  

 
International Governance 
“Our ambition is for the UK to play a lead role in its engagement with the international sporting 
community, in order to secure a strong platform for success in performance and major events.” “We 
therefore want to ensure that the voice of our sports is heard when international decisions are made” eg – 
rules, regulations, qualification processes, eligibility, new disciplines, doping issues and major event bidding 
decisions. It notes the investment of UK sport in supporting the link to International Federations. 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on how working with our domestic sport bodies 
might further strengthen our relationship and influence with international sport bodies, particularly 
in ensuring they are held to the highest standards of governance.  

 
Major Sporting Events 
“UK Sport invests around £5m per year in coordinating the bidding and staging of major international 
sporting events.” £50m of National Lottery money will be invested in the “Gold Event Series” to 2023 to 
bring 100 of the most prestigious sporting events in the world to the UK; 70 major events have been 
secured for the UK to date, a 70% success rate. The benefit of events “importantly boost the economy as 
well as diversify the UK’s sporting offer, creating new opportunities to participate.” “We want to ensure 
that major sporting events are set up to drive the maximum possible legacy benefit in terms of sport 
participation and also economic and community benefits” whilst also understanding “how these major 
events can be supported without providing additional monetary assistance.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on: 
i) How to  capitalise on the success of the Gold Events Series;  
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ii) How to broaden it to include all opportunities for hosting major events, 
competitions, teams and franchises in the future, securing a strong legacy from 
every event; and 

iii) What support government can give to major events – including elite and mass 
participation – which it is not directly funding. 

 
Helping British Business 
This section highlights the “potential for sport and sport related trade and investment” as “sport is a 
fundamental part of UK Trade and Investment’s broader strategy”. It recognises an undoubted “potential 
for much more [growth] in this rea, and to ensure sport’s role as a driver of economic growth continues to 
grow.” 
 

Question: Government would welcome views on what more it can do to help British businesses 
take advantage of: 

i) Sporting opportunities overseas to boost trade; and 
ii)  Opportunities at home to boost inward investment. 

 

Things to consider in your response: 
 What action is needed to address the challenges set out above? Think about the different 

levers that different individuals and organisations can use. 

 What is the role of government and tis delivery bodies (Sport England, UK Sport, etc) in 
addressing these challenges? 

 What is the role of the rest of the sport sector, both publicly funded and private, in 
addressing these challenges? 

 Is there a role for those outside sport altogether? 

 Are there issues that are not included above that should be considered? 

 
 


