
Consultation on the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill 

 

Response Questionnaire 

 

Chapter 6: Assessing Impact 

 

Please read the draft Bill provisions and detailed policy proposals before you answer 

these questions.  You do not need to answer all the questions in this questionnaire, 

only answer the questions that you have an interest in.  Separate questionnaires are 

provided for each chapter of the consultation paper. 

 

Please make sure you also return the Respondent Information Form with your 

response, so that we know how to handle it. 

 

 

Equality 

 

Q72 Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel 

any of the proposals for the Bill may have on particular groups of people, with 

reference to the “protected characteristics” under the Equality Act 2010. 

The role of effective capacity building in community empowerment will be 

key.  For sport there is an opportunity to strengthen local clubs but the right 

support needs to be in place for this to happen.  Although recognising the 

need for this capacity building, the Bill does not pinpoint any statutory 

measures that would facilitate this.   

 

There is a degree of risk in handing over the management or ownership of 

buildings/land – which may result to be a liability, not asset – to community 

groups who then rely on national grant bodies (i.e. sportscotland) to support 

refurbishment or improve a service. What is the situation where a community 

group has taken on ownership/management that then suffers damage 

through force majeure with repair costs beyond the capacity of the group? 

What mitigation plans for such a situation will be in the legislation to protect 

both the facility/land and its community group buyers/management?  Facility 

repairs can be further complicated too when involving property/land of 

historic significance.   Where community groups become involved in 

managing or owning a facility, funding options in such situations should be 

considered; as well as protocol for worst case scenario situations where it 

would be unreasonable to have full liability lie with the community group 

involved.   

 

 



There is likelihood that those most likely to take up community 

empowerment opportunities are those already actively engaged and well-

resourced in the community.  Local authorities need to ensure opportunities 

are well publicised in the community, especially to groups who may benefit 

but need it to be brought to their attention that community empowerment is a 

means of doing so. 

   

Asset-grabbing:  Increased community empowerment could lead to those 

with the most resources taking over facilities/land.  Systems/legislation need 

to ensure that local facilities continue to be available for the whole 

community and that access is not restricted.  Community owned facilities 

should be widely sustainable and not overly advantage one group over 

another. 

 

Although it makes reference to the importance of volunteers in Scotland’s 

communities and its commitment (non-legislative) to funds such as the 

Volunteering Support Fund, the Bill does not propose any measures to 

support the role of volunteers in facilitating community empowerment.  With 

increased community empowerment will come increased demand on 

volunteers. 

 

To re-iterate our point in Q71(chapter 5), we believe that the Scottish 
Government and business across the country should strongly encourage 
measures to increase the numbers of volunteers and ensure individuals are 
able to commit support to such projects. These measures should also 
enable a constant wave of new volunteers. As such, the SSA asks for wider 
backing for Employer-Supported Volunteering to sustain regular (week in, 
week out, month in, month out) volunteering, reinforced by a public database 
of volunteering opportunities to help match people to openings. 

 

Q73 What differences might there be in the impact of the Bill on communities with 

different levels of advantage or deprivation?  How can we make sure that all 

communities can access the benefits of these proposals?   

All community applications regardless of location/interest should have to 

demonstrate wider community benefit.  Facilitation from local authorities to 

equip those most in need with the necessary tools/training will be key.   

 



 

Business and Regulation 

 

Q74 Please tell us about any potential costs or savings that may occur as a result 

of the proposals for the Bill, and any increase or reduction in the burden of 

regulation for any sector.  Please be as specific as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental 

 

Q75 Please tell us about any potential impacts, either positive or negative, you feel 

any of the proposals for the Bill may have on the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


