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Respondent Information Form 

 
Please Note this form must be returned with your response to ensure that we handle your response 
appropriately 

 
1. Name/Organisation 
Organisation Name 

Scottish Sports Association 

 

Title  Mr    Ms    Mrs    Miss    Dr        Please tick as appropriate 
 
Surname 

Atkinson 
Forename 

Kim 

 
2. Postal Address 

Caledonia House 

South Gyle 

Edinburgh 

      

Postcode EH12 9DQ Phone 01313398785 
Email kim@info-
ssa.org.uk 

 
3. Permissions  - I am responding as… 
 

   Individual / Group/Organisation    

     Please tick as appropriate      

       
 

 
      

(a) Do you agree to your response being made 
available to the public (in Scottish 
Government library and/or on the Scottish 
Government web site)? 

Please tick as appropriate     Yes    No

  

 

(c) The name and address of your organisation 
will be made available to the public (in the 
Scottish Government library and/or on the 
Scottish Government web site). 
 

(b) Where confidentiality is not requested, we will 
make your responses available to the public 
on the following basis 

  Are you content for your response to be made 
available? 

 Please tick ONE of the following boxes   Please tick as appropriate    Yes    No 

 Yes, make my response, name and 
address all available 

     

  or     
 Yes, make my response available, 

but not my name and address 
     

  or     
 Yes, make my response and name 

available, but not my address 
     

       

(d) We will share your response internally with other Scottish Government policy teams who may be addressing 
the issues you discuss. They may wish to contact you again in the future, but we require your permission to do 
so. Are you content for Scottish Government to contact you again in relation to this consultation exercise? 

  Please tick as appropriate    Yes  No 
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Land Reform Review Group 

Call for Evidence  

Submission from Scottish Sports Association 

The Scottish Sports Association (SSA) thanks the Land Reform Review Group for the 

opportunity to submit evidence.  

 

The SSA is the independent and collective voice for Scottish Governing Bodies of sport. We 

represent their interests and currently have 52 full members and 21 associate members.  

The governing bodies of sport are responsible for the governance, development and 

delivery of their individual sports and provide a formal structure for the over 900,000 

individuals in Scotland who are members of one of Scotland’s 13,000 sports clubs. Most of 

these organisations are run on a not-for-profit basis and are managed by volunteers. They 

provide coaching, competition and youth participation development opportunities for their 

local communities and most of the 195,000 people who volunteer in sport do so within the 

club structure.   

 

The SSA has compiled this response following consultation, as usual, with our member 

Scottish Governing Bodies (SGBs).  

 

The Scottish Sports Association recognises and welcomes the impact of the Land Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2003. It has been a significant piece of legislation which has contributed to 

the advancement of sport and physical recreation for the physical and mental well-being of 

the Scottish people. Along with the natural beauty of the landscape, it has distinguished 

Scotland as a place of value for both visitors and residents. 

 

We welcome this Review and feel its timing to be appropriate, coming as it does ten years 

subsequent to the Act. The Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 is a critical piece of legislation 

for our members and we are keen to support the work of the Review Group. Should a 

meeting with the Scottish Governing Bodies of sport be of assistance throughout this 

process, we would be happy to facilitate this with our members.  

 

This SSA response will focus on two parts of the review – Access Rights and the Community 

Right to Buy. 
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Access Rights 

1 The SSA concurs with the evidence that shows access rights to be, on the whole, 

working well, and that Scottish Governing Bodies of sport see little need to significantly 

change them.  Establishing the confidence of the access-taker has been a considerable 

achievement. It has contributed to the well-being benefits of the legislation. Two 

considerations remain:  the small minority of access-takers not exercising their rights 

responsibly; and the small minority of land managers and owners not fulfilling their duties 

under the Act. However, it is doubtful whether legislation is the right approach to address 

these concerns. 

2 The SSA agrees that definitional clarity is required in certain areas, particularly 

around “wild camping”.  “Wild camping” as part of another recreational experience (eg 

mountaineering, hill-walking or canoeing) needs to be distinguished from when camping (eg 

roadside, travel or social camping) is the primary purpose of the recreational outing. The 

management of, and potential sanctioning of, the latter needs to be clearly distinguished 

from the former.  

3 The SSA strongly agrees with the evidence that, whilst core paths have been of great 

use in providing access and therefore recreation, their full benefits will not be realised 

without there being sufficient funding for their promotion, maintenance and upkeep. 

4 The Review Group may wish to consider whether access authorities are reluctant to 

use the powers that they have to uphold the right to access, particularly with regard to the 

removal of inappropriate signage. If this reluctance is due to the potential legal costs that 

might be incurred from court actions, the Review Group may wish to consider whether 

some alternative form of arbitration could be introduced. Arbitration itself may be less 

required if the education of both access users and access providers regarding the rights and 

responsibilities of the Act was more widespread throughout both communities. 

5 One of our members has expressed disappointment with the reaction of those land 

managers that object to the right to be on land for commercial and education purposes. It is 

assumed that it is a fundamental principle of the Act that if you can do something otherwise 

than commercially or for profit, then you should be allowed to do the same activity for 

commercial or educational purposes. 

6 These comments should not deflect from our appreciation that this is a World-

leading piece of legislation in this area, but the implementation of, and the culture behind, 

the Act could still benefit from improved guidance and education. A small number of our 

members have raised concerns about the guidance relating to organised events and 

charging, which they consider contradicts the spirit of the Act, and this might be worthy of 

consideration in the Review. 
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Community Right to Buy 

7 Whilst Scottish Governing Bodies of sport have an obvious interest in access rights, 

they have an interest too in the right to buy.  There are occasions (in potentially a wide 

range of land and facilities) when the social benefits of community ownership could be 

realised through sport. In this respect, we would urge the Review Group to recognise 

‘Communities of Interest’ in addition to ‘Communities of Place’ when considering the 

effectiveness of this part of the Act.  This point relates too to any consideration or 

clarification of the purpose of the Act. 

8 Scottish Governing Bodies consider that the social benefits from community 

ownership should be considered alongside the other purposes of use of this part of the Act. 

9 In achieving social benefits through sport from community ownership it is important 

that any asset does not become a liability, particularly from the condition of the asset if 

obtained from the public sector. 

10  For communities to realise the maximum benefit from this right it is important that 

they receive sufficient support, not only whilst operating and managing an asset, but 

particularly in the preparation for so doing. The structure, management and leadership of 

community organisations operating community assets may need support and/or training to 

ensure that they have the capacity to benefit from the opportunity presented by this right.  

It is possible that such organisations in recreation could be quite small, and entirely 

volunteer-led and run.  Technical support may also be required in this preparation phase. 

11 Consideration might be given to ensuring that should publicly-owned land be 

transferred, to either a community or an individual, that the rights of access associated with 

that land are made clear to any purchaser. 

 12 On behalf of our members, the Scottish Sports Association also recently responded 

to the Scottish Government’s Community Empowerment and Renewal Bill consultation. As 

intimated in this call for evidence, there are common principles between that consultation 

and this call for evidence. A copy of our response to the Community Empowerment and 

Renewal Bill consultation can be found here: 

http://www.scottishsportsassociation.org.uk/images/stories/pdf/ssa%20community%20em

powerment%20and%20renewal%20bill%20response.pdf in case this is of assistance. 

 

Scottish Sports Association 

09/01/13 


